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SteQen Aronson Bar Mitzva - Jume 11, 12, 1976

Why so much fragmentation in our society?

What do we mean in Hebrew when we speak of peace? (The priestly blessing ends with peace.)
We are speaking of wholeness? Of a dynamic situation. It just isn't the absence of strife
like in English. Hold your peace. It's the harmonious working of all aspects of life.
You have peace when you have the inner strength to change those things you can and accept
those things you can't.

Why did the priests have to bless the people? The sentence itself says that it is G-d who
blesses the people. They are only the conduit. G-d may bless us but we have to prepare
ourselves to receive it. G-d gives us rain but if we haven't ploughed our fields what
good is it?

Why don't children respect parents? The reason in the meaning of the word .
What does it mean that G-d will shine his face on you? Does G-d have a face? No

can mean aspect, different surfaces also inside? We must be like G-d, all our aspects one
if we are to receive the blessings of peace. Our public image, our private image, our
self image, our real image must all be one, if not we're going to be fragmented people

and not be able to command the respect of our children. That's the story of Samson in our
Haftorah. He was a Nazarite. He had a big public image of a holy man. But inside he was
confused, He couldn't make up his mind if he wanted to be a Jew or a Philistine. He had
a wandering eye. He was ultimately a failure in spite of his stremgth because he had no
inner unity.

Why do people have fragmented personalities? Their public image isn't like their private
image? Because their is on excessive concentration on the me, the I, the individual I.
We're all like Samson. We don't conceive of ourselves as part of a bigger whole. Even

when Samson asked G-d to give him the strength to bring down the Philistine Temple. He

didn't ask for this strength so he could save Israel. No, only so he could wreak vengeance
for their having put out his eyes. After he lost his image of a holy man. He lost his
vision. He didn't have the ability to overcome because he was fragmented. We get strength
from being part of a whole. People happiest in war time because they feel they are part of
something more than themselves. Mental illness goes down, etc. The most mundane task is

transformed. Because you know it counts, it's for the greatest good. That's what families
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used to be. We all were part of a group which we knew would accept and care for us no
matter what. We give it loyalty and it gave it back. Today it's not so. We all use one
another. When it's convenient for us we help participate, when not we don't, we're an
individual. But because of that we have no feeling of security. We have to be all

things to all people. Or we'll be dumped. Maybe that's alright in business. Worker know
that no matter how hard they work they'll be dumped once the balance sheet goes down.

Why should they put out everything? The Nazarite had to bring a sin offering. Why?
Because even though he was looking to elevate himself he had to do it by aﬂﬂ:&"%his
family responsibility.

Truest seilf development comes from being part of a whole.




